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No Compliance Assessment Reports (CARS) were issued during the fourth quarter of 1996, for sites found out of compliance with standards identified in WC-CH-7-5, Environmental Comuliance. TWO 
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10. The surveys scheduled for this program consist of inactive waste sites; outdoor radiological areas; tank farm perimeters and associated diversion boxes, lift stations, and vent stations; perimeters of active or uncovered waste sites such as burial grounds, retention basins, ponds, process trenches, and ditches; underground pipelines; and road and rail surfaces. Surveillance of the active nuclear facilities and inside the tank farms is the responsibility of the facility. These radiological surveys are to determine surface radiological conditions and do not constitute a release survey. Therefore, surveys that detect no contamination in radiological areas do not release the site from control but may result in a posting status change. 
PRIORITY RANKING SYSTEM
A numerical ranking system is used for sorting contaminated waste sites relative to environmental radiological concerns. This system provides a priority guideline to responsible landlords for clean-up or stabilization of surface-contaminated areas.
A numerical value is assigned based on the level of contamination, site accessibility, and contamination mobility. Site histories are examined by reviewing past and present radiological surveys. Contamination levels from 1,000 counts per minute (cpm) to greater than 10 mrad/hr (as measured on Radiological Control's field survey instruments) are considered and assigned a numerical value of 1 (lowest value) to 5 (greatest value). Any removable alpha contamination will be considered a high priority and will receive a contamination value of 5. Location is evaluated for accessibility. A restricted area would receive the lowest point value of 1 progressing up t o a value of 5 where the public could have access. Mobility refers to contamination that can be or has a history of being transported from where it was originally identified to places outside of the posted radiological area. Fixed contamination would receive a value of 1 progressing to contamination that is blown by the wind or the result of biological uptake receiving a value of 5. There is a maximum of 15 points possible for this ranking system.
It should be noted that this system is not intended to be a total risk assessment, but rather a way of communicating environmental significance to the landlords and their program offices. Other elements of the site clean-up process are considered such as costs, location, political emphasis and engineering strategies before a site is actually remediated. 4.
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Active and inactive waste sites shall be inspected and surveyed at least annually. Inactive waste sites shall be maintained to control deep-rooted vegetation that could provide transport of contamination to the surface through plant uptake. The application of herbicides or pesticides may be required.
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Near-Field Monitoring is responsible for:
1.
2.
3.
Establishing radiological survey schedules of active and inactive radiological waste sites.
. Ninety four environmental radiological surveys were performed during the fourth quart.er of 1996. Contamination above background levels wa6 found at four of the surveyed active waste site areas and five of the inactive waste site areas. Contamination levels ranging from a low of 4,000 dpm to a high of 150,000 dpm were reported. Of the contamination found, seven sites were located in URM areas and two site were located in a SC areas.
The contamination found in five of the URM areas was immediately cleaned up and no further action was required. The contamination found in the remaining URM two areas were posted and will require decontamination. Radiological Problem Reports were issued and the remaining sites were turned over to the landlord for further action. millirads per hour betalgamma (a second mouse was 400 millirads per hour), no alpha. These radioactivity levels are prior to calculating the conversion factor for source size and geometry. Two harvester ant mounds were found to be contaminated, one at 10,000 counts per minute, beta/gamma, and one at 100 millirads per hour. The ants are known to burrow down to approximately seven meters but also forage widely on the surface, so the source of contamination could be from a nearby area or from below grade. Other contaminated material identified included mouse nests in two pickup trucks, one front end loader, and one outdoor soft drink dispenser. The radiological surveys conducted in the area resulted in the enlarged posted area (Figure lo) . The source of the contamination is thought to be part of the original contamination spread which occurred around 1958. The mechanisms for movement of radionuclides from the disposal sites to the ground surface is believed to have been burrowing by an animal (probably a badger) followed by use of the exposed material as a salt lick by rabbits and other animals.
While conducting radiological surveys, contaminated media was encountered and collected for analysis and/or disposal. Media found above actions levels defined in WHC-IP-0718, Health Phvsics Technical Practices and
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Procedures, are documented with a Radiological Problem Report and/or an occurrence Report. The samples that are deemed appropriate are sent in for analysis ( Table 2) . The results of these analysis can be found in the Westinghouse Hanford Company Operational Environhental Monitoring Annual Report which is published in August of each year. Table 2 There are some discrepancies as to the total acreage reported and areas remediated. This is due to the gained accuracy in measurement from the exclusive use of GPS equipment for the measuremt of the contaminated surface nreas. 
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